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February 1, 2010

The Honourable John Gerretsen, MPP

Minister of the Environment

Ferguson Block
11th Flr
77 Wellesley St W
Toronto ON M7A2T5

Dear Minister Gerretsen:

I am writing to you on behalf of the Oakville Chamber of Commerce. I am writing to you regarding a request from the Town of Oakville for the regulation of fine particulate matter and the Town’s draft health protection air quality by-law. First I would like to provide you with background information about the Chamber then discuss our support for the provincial regulation of fine particulate matter and our concern regarding the proposed by-law.
The Oakville Chamber of Commerce

A not-for-profit organization, the Oakville Chamber of Commerce was established in 1949.  The Chamber’s Membership has grown to over 1,2 00 businesses collectively representing over 33,000 employees.  The Chamber is one of the largest associations of any kind in the Town of Oakville. 

The Chamber is the voice of the Oakville business community.  We provide member benefits which include advocacy, corporate benefits, networking opportunities, business development and educational forums.  Our mission is to foster a healthy economic environment for Oakville.

Provincial Regulation of Fine Particulate Matter 

The Oakville Chamber of Commerce agrees with proposals that are intended to improve the air quality and human health in Oakville. The Chamber fully supports the initiative of
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the Oakville Town Council to seek provincial government regulation of fine particulate matter. To this end, we are writing to you to encourage the adoption of province-wide 
standards where fine particulate matter has a significant negative impact on human health. These standards must be developed in consultation with business, scientific experts and other stakeholders to be operational and effect a reduction in detrimental fine particulate matter. 

Town of Oakville Health Protection Air Quality Bylaw
As you may be aware the Town of Oakville had drafted an air quality by-law that will subject Oakville businesses to different air quality standards than other jurisdictions in Ontario. On principle, the Chamber’s position is that issues affecting the environment, both air sheds and water sheds are provincial in scope and should be thus mandated. For the reasons outlined in our attached submission to the Town regarding the impact of the by-law on local businesses, we strongly encourage the Province to implement and maintain consistent province –wide standards for all types of detrimental emissions.

We are aware that the Province has commissioned a report on the air quality in the southwest Greater Toronto Area (GTA). We strongly recommend that the Province adhere to its stated reporting timeframe and expedite the implementation of the recommendations that will reduce the negative impact on human health as a result of emissions in the airshed.

Minister, we look forward to hearing from you in a timely manner on this important issue for our members.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 
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Sonny Jelinek
Chair
Oakville Chamber of Commerce
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