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GREEN PARTY LEADER SPEAKS TO SOLD OUT 

CHAMBER LUNCHEON 
 

OAKVILLE, ON – The leader of the Green Party of Canada spoke at a sold-out luncheon hosted 

by the Oakville Chamber of Commerce today.  Over 200 people packed the Burlington 

Convention Centre to hear Elizabeth May speak. 

 

“We were very pleased to have the opportunity to host Ms. May.  It speaks well for the 

community and the Chamber that she has chosen to visit and meet with our Members,” stated 

Chamber President Stephen Sparling.  “This really shows the rise in the Green Party’s status.  

Their financing is a little more stable now and their platform, which is an environmental platform 

and a fiscally responsible platform, it resonates with people and businesses.” 

 

“There was a great deal of excitement about Elizabeth May’s visit,” commented John Scott, 

Vice-President of the Oakville Chamber.  “The environment has become a major issue for 

Canadians, all of the political parties are now bringing forward their positions on environmental 

issues.” 

 

“I believe this is the first time Elizabeth has been invited to speak to a Chamber of Commerce,” 

said John Sawyer, Executive Director of the Oakville Chamber of Commerce.  He went on to 

say, “politically, the Chamber must be strictly non-partisan.  Our membership represents a very 

broad and diverse range of views and we welcome the opportunity to host political leaders from 

all parties.  Even though the event today was open to the public, over 80 per cent of the attendees 

were Chamber Members.  That really shows how active and engaged our Members are in the 

community,” said Sawyer. 

 

Over the past year the Chamber has hosted events with a number of high profile elected officials.  

Including; Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Opposition Leader John Tory, Minister Michael 

Chong, Minister Chris Bentley, Minister Steve Peters, Minister David Caplan, Minister Marie 

Bountrogianni, Kevin Flynn, MPP, and Ted Chudleigh, MPP. 
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BACKGROUND: 

 

The Oakville Chamber of Commerce is the voice of the Oakville business community.  We 

provide member benefits which include advocacy, corporate benefits, networking opportunities, 

business development and educational forums.  Our mission is to foster a healthy economic 

environment for Oakville. 

 

A not-for-profit organization, the Oakville Chamber of Commerce was established in 1954.  The 

Chamber has grown to over 1000 member businesses representing over 37,000 employees.  The 

Chamber is one of the largest associations of any kind in the Town of Oakville. 

 

 

 

 Elizabeth May 

 

Elizabeth May is an environmentalist, writer, activist, lawyer, and leader of the Green Party of Canada.  

Elizabeth became active in the environmental movement in the 1970s.  She is a graduate of Dalhousie 

Law School and was admitted to the Bar in both Nova Scotia and Ontario.  She held the position of 

Associate General Council for the Public Interest Advocacy Centre prior to becoming Senior Policy 

Advisor to the federal minister of the Environment from 1986 until 1988.  Elizabeth became Executive 

Director of the Sierra Club of Canada in 1989, a position she held until March 2006, when she stepped 

down to run for leadership of the Green Party of Canada. 

 

Elizabeth is the author of five books, including her most recent How to Save the World in Your Spare 

Time, a manual for activists.  Elizabeth holds two honourary doctorates, and the Elizabeth May Chair in 

Women’s Health and the Environment at Dalhousie University was created in her honour.  She has served 

on the boards of numerous organizations, including the International Institute for Sustainable 

Development and the National Round Table on Environment and Economy and is currently is a member 

of the Earth Charter International Council.  Elizabeth became an Officer of the Order of Canada in 2005, 

and was recently elected as leader of the Green Party of Canada. 

 


