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JACK LAYTON TO ADDRESS THE OAKVILLE 

CHAMBER  
 

OAKVILLE, ON – The Oakville Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a breakfast with the 
Hon. Jack Layton, Leader of the New Democratic Party of Canada, on Friday June 15th.  
 
Mr. Layton will be discussing various topics, including the environment and the NDP's 
comments to the prosperity gap faced by ordinary Canadians. 
 
“We are so pleased to have the opportunity to welcome Mr. Layton to Oakville.  It speaks well 
for the community and the Chamber that he has chosen to visit and meet with our Members,” 
stated Chamber President Stephen Sparling.  “Our membership represents a very broad and 
diverse range of views and we welcome the opportunity to host political leaders from all parties,” 
stated Mr. Sparling. 
 
“Given the minority status of Parliament, the NDP have significant influence regarding the 
direction of the Government.  We think it’s important to hear Mr. Layton’s viewpoint,” added 
Chamber VP John Scott. 
 
This would be the third national leader that the Chamber will have hosted over the past 6 months.  
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, and Green Party Leader Elizabeth May have both addressed 
sold-out events hosted by the Chamber. 
 
The sit-down breakfast will be held at the Holiday Inn Oakville-Centre, 590 Argus Road, from 
7:30am to 9:30am, registrations to begin at 7:30am.  Tickets are $25 and is open to all. 
 
For more information, or to register, contact Jad at 905-845-6613 ext. 28 or 
jad@oakvillechamber.com . 
 
Over the past year the Chamber has hosted events with a number of high profile elected officials.  
Including; Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Green Party Leader Elizabeth May, Ontario PC 
Leader John Tory, Finance Minister Greg Sorbara, Minister Jim Prentice, Minister Michael 
Chong, Minister Chris Bentley, Minister Steve Peters, Minister David Caplan, Minister Marie 
Bountrogianni, Kevin Flynn, MPP, and Ted Chudleigh, MPP. 
 

For additional information contact: 

John Sawyer 
Executive Director 
Oakville Chamber of Commerce 
905-845-6613 ext 31 
johnsawyer@oakvillechamber.com 
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BACKGROUND: 

 
The Oakville Chamber of Commerce is the voice of the Oakville business community.  We provide 
member benefits which include advocacy, corporate benefits, networking opportunities, business 
development and educational forums.  Our mission is to foster a healthy economic environment for 
Oakville. 
 
A not-for-profit organization, the Oakville Chamber of Commerce was established in 1949.  The 
Chamber has grown to over 1000 member businesses representing over 37,000 employees.  The Chamber 
is one of the largest associations of any kind in the Town of Oakville.  This year the Oakville Chamber 
was the recipient of the Chairs Award from the Ontario Chamber of Commerce.  The Chairs Award 
recognizes excellence in chamber operations and new innovative chamber programs. 

 

NDP Leader Jack Layton 

 

Federal NDP Leader, Jack Layton has devoted more than two decades of public service 
to Canada. He has been a city councillor, a respected scholar, the president of the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, the chair of the Toronto Board of Health, an 
author and a small business owner.  

As a student at McGill University in Montreal, Layton fought successfully to build student housing co-
ops — the beginning of an enduring passion for affordable housing for all.  

He went on to study foreign investment and public policy at York University, earning a PhD in 1984. He 
would go on to teach at three universities, most recently at the University of Toronto. 

As a six-term Toronto city councilor, he spearheaded some of the most innovative public projects seen in 
a generation, including: Canada’s first municipally-sponsored AIDS strategy, which became a nationwide 
model.;  The Healthy Cities model, adopted by the WHO; an urban wind turbine; and The White Ribbon 
Campaign of men speaking out against violence against women.  

As head of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Layton helped launch successful initiatives like the 
Green Infrastructure Fund to help cities clean up their air and water; and innovative ideas on how to 
address homelessness - Which led to the influential book “Homelessness: The Making and Unmaking of a 
Crisis” that helped push governments into launching new initiatives to house low- and middle-income 
families. 

An entrepreneur, Layton’s approach is often direct and hands-on. His company, the Green Catalyst 
Group, Inc., helps organizations implement workable environmental solutions — work that won a United 
Nations award. Layton was also named Environmental Professional of the Year by the International 
Association of Energy Engineers. 

Now, as leader of Canada's NDP since 2003, he’s making progressive politics a main feature on 
Parliament Hill.  

Under Layton's leadership, a revitalized NDP doubled its national vote in the 2004 federal election 

Backed by more NDP MPs, Layton made history by rewriting a federal budget - cancelling corporate tax 
cuts and instead, investing that money into working families’ priorities.  

In 2006, Layton followed his budget victory with another successful election campaign that earned the 
support of a further half a million Canadians. 

And, in this new minority parliament, his NDP team continues to fight with renewed energy for more 
innovation and progressive solutions for working families in every part of Canada. 


