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BMO CHIEF ECONOMIST GUEST SPEAKER AT 

CHAMBER’S 53
RD

 ANNUAL PRESIDENT’S 

DINNER  
 

OAKVILLE, ON – Stephen Sparling, President of the Oakville Chamber of Commerce, is 

pleased to announce that “megawatt celebrity economist” Dr. Sherry Cooper will be giving the 

keynote address at the Chamber’s 53
rd

 Annual President’s Dinner on Wednesday, September 

26
th

.   

 

“We are thrilled to have a high profile personality like Dr. Cooper as our guest speaker,” 

commented Chamber President Stephen Sparling. “Dr. Cooper’s background as a speaker and 

writer is in constant demand because of her ability to simplify and de-mystify the complex 

subjects of economics and finance,” added Sparling. 

 

The Chamber’s President Elect Gerry Popp said; “This is going to be a fantastic event.  There 

has been a great deal of excitement around having Dr. Cooper as our keynote speaker.  The stock 

market and the North American economy have been grabbing the headlines recently so it will be 

very interesting to hear Dr. Cooper’s informed comments. Mr. Popp added; “having Sherry is 

certainly going to add to what was already going to be a great evening.” 

 

Stephen Sparling concluded with; “we also need to recognize the sponsors for the evening; Bell, 

Dan Lawrie Insurance, Hynek Financial, Union Gas and of course Cogeco who will be televising 

the Dinner.  Without the ongoing support of these leaders in the business community the 

Chamber could not do the important work that we need to do.” 

 

Fifty-Three years ago, the Oakville Chamber of Commerce created a gala event to inaugurate the 

incoming President, and to thank the Past President for their contribution to the Chamber.  

The dinner will be welcoming Mr. Gerry Popp as the incoming President, and it will also be 

thanking Mr. Stephen Sparling for his outstanding leadership he has provided as President this 

past year. 

 

Tickets for the Chamber’s 53
rd

 Annual President’s Dinner are still available by contacting the 

Oakville Chamber of Commerce, 905-845-6613 or by visiting the Chamber Web site at 

www.oakvillechamber.com.  This prestigious event will be held at the Oakville Conference 

Centre, 2521 Wyecroft Road, on Wednesday, September 26
th

. 

 

For additional information contact: 

John Sawyer, Executive Director 

Oakville Chamber of Commerce 

905-845-6613 ext 31, johnsawyer@oakvillechamber.com 
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BACKGROUND: 

 
The Oakville Chamber of Commerce is the voice of the Oakville business community.  We provide 

Member benefits which include advocacy, corporate benefits, networking opportunities, business 

development and educational forums.  Our mission is to foster a healthy economic environment for 

Oakville. 

 

A not-for-profit organization, the Oakville Chamber of Commerce was established in 1949.  The 

Chamber has grown to over 1000 Member businesses representing over 37,000 employees.  The Chamber 

is one of the largest associations of any kind in the Town of Oakville. 

 

Over the past 18 months the Chamber has hosted events with a number of high profile government 

officials.  Including; Prime Minister Stephen Harper, Premier Dalton McGuinty, Federal Green Party 

Leader Elizabeth May, Federal NDP Leader Jack Layton, Ontario PC Leader John Tory, Minister Greg 

Sorbara, Minister Jim Prentice, Minister Michael Chong, Minister Chris Bentley, Minister Steve Peters, 

Minister David Caplan, Minister Marie Bountrogianni, MPP’s Kevin Flynn, Ted Chudleigh, Norm 

Sterling, Norm Miller, Christine Elliot and Deputy Minister David Lindsay. 

 

The Chamber has also hosted a number of prominent business leaders, notably Bill Osborne, President of 

the Ford Motor Company of Canada, Pierre Morrissette, founder and CEO of The Weather Netrwork and 

John Suk, founder and CEO of Altana Pharma Canada now known as Nycomed Canada. 

 

The Oakville Chamber of Commerce was the 2007 Chair’s Award recipient.   This award is presented 

annually by the Ontario Chamber of Commerce to Chambers that develop outstanding new programs. 

 

 

Dr. Sherry Cooper 

Executive Vice-President, Global Economic Strategist, BMO Financial 

Group and Chief Economist, BMO Capital Markets & BMO Nesbitt 

Burns 

Dr. Sherry Cooper leads a highly-respected economics team and has been repeatedly 

cited as one of the most influential women in Canada. Sherry was named one of 25 

Women to Watch, part of U.S. Banker magazine’s annual ranking of the 25 Most 

Powerful Women in Banking. Dr, Cooper is regularly quoted in the financial press 

and you have heard her often on radio and TV. Among her research interests are the 

economic impact of pandemic, macroeconomic forecasting and financial markets, 

and she is now writing a new book, The New Retirement: How One Generation Will Redefine It, to be 

published in January 2008. This will be Dr. Cooper’s third book on demographics, economics and the 

financial markets. 

Dr. Cooper has an M.A. and Ph.D. in economics from the University of Pittsburgh and began her career at 

the Federal Reserve Board in Washington, D.C., covering monetary policy and financial 

institutions. Following five years at the Fed, she joined the Federal National Mortgage Association 

(Fannie Mae) as director of financial economics. Since 1983, she has been chief economist of BMO 

Nesbitt Burns, and in January 2007 was appointed to her current role in BMO Capital Markets.  

 


